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	Author(s)
	Michael Lüpke, LtCol (DDS), Bundeswehr Hospital Hamburg, Hamburg, Germany  

	Abstract:
	After the loss of teeth, there are different options for the functional and ästhetic rehabilitation . Osseo-integrated implants have proved to be an effective treatment option and are thus also being used in the dental treatment of German military personnel. The placement of an implant-supported prosthesis is a surgically challenging and time-consuming procedure that requires a substantial financial investment. A dentist must have the expertise and skills needed to perform such a complex task. For this reason, this type of treatment is regulated by a set of strict rules that are reflected in the Guidelines for the Dental Care of Bundeswehr Military Personnel.
Early edentulism often leads to a severe loss of  hard and soft tissues, which can be difficult to manage in patients with fixed restorations. In this cases, removable implant-supported telescopic prostheses  have proved to be effective especially in the management of patients who are completely edentulous or have extensive hard-and soft-tissue defects. In addition, the use of the Galvano-technique helps to achieve an excellent fit of telescopic removable restorations. This type of removable dentures offers some advantages  in comparison with fixed bridges.

Key-words: Implant treatment, implant-supported telescopic prostheses

	Summary:
	First, the presentation will address a few general aspects of dental implant treatment in the German armed forces. There is a clear increase in the number of implant placements in the last ten years. Whereas a total of 1272 implants were placed in the year 2000, the maximum number of implant placements was reached last year when 4111  dental implant procedures were performed. The main indication for an implant placement was the replacement of a single missing tooth as an alternative to a three-unit bridge. A total number of 462 implants were placed in order to manage completely edentulous patients  with removable restorations. Not every dentist in the German armed forces may provide dental implant treatment. The placement of an implant requires the expertise of an oral surgeon, a maxillofacial surgeon or a dentist with a special permit. This also applies to implant-supported prosthetic treatment, which, however, can also be provided by dentist with special qualifications. 
Dental implant treatment in the German armed forces is regulated by a set of strict rules that are reflected in the Guidelines for the Dental Care of Bundeswehr Military Personnel of  November 2008. In general, soldiers are not entitled to free dental implant treatment. If  they meet relevant requirements, a decision to fund treatment is made on a case by case basis. Relevant requirements must comply with the relevant civilian guidelines. 
The second part of the presentation will focus on the production and use of implant-supported telescopic prostheses using the Galvano-technique. The Galvano-technique is a process in which metal ions are reduced from an electrolyte solution and move to the cathode, where they form a pure metal surface. This procedure offers a number of advantages. The first is the excellent fit that can be achieved and that is superior to the fit that can be obtained using conventional methods. Intraoral bonding of the telescopic crown further reduces tension. Appropriate friction can thus be created. 
Another advantage is the high degree of biocompatibility of the restorations, which are composed of gold with a purity of more than 99,9% of gold.
The presentation will show the case of a patient to illustrate the treatment phases of the production of an implantat-supported telescopic prostheses using the Galvano-Technique. The single steps of the dental and technical work will be presented.
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